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“If we get in earnest . .. 


i’ 
trattt, Tt. 


In ten years 


| am thinking of what we have seen happening in our church 
during the last ten years. 


1. The Restoration Fund of twenty-five million dollars. 


2. The New Life movement and the program of Visitation 
Evangelism. 


3. The New Curriculum now called, “The Faith and Life Cur- 
riculum,”’ 


4. A problem of communication with our members overcome 
handsomely by the publication of Presbyterian Life and its dis- 
semination to 847,000 families. 


5. An advance in benevolence giving that has doubled in ten 
years and should triple in 1955—still a mere pittance to what 
we can do if we get in earnest, but something of an improvement. 


6. A 12-million dollar building fund drive to help build new 
churches and to assist our seminaries with additional facilities. 


7. Membership and leadership in ecumenical movements in 
local as well as National Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Churches. 

8. The National Council of Presbyterian Men itself—a new 
and timely technique for the task of the church. 


—From the address of the retiring president of the National Council of 
Presbyterian USA Men at the recent Chicago meeting. 











Letters to the Editors 





Student Writes to U.S. “Conservatives” 





Cites Calvin Example 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


This letter is addressed to all conserva- 
tive members of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., who contributed to the rejection of 
the merger of their church with that of 
the USA. It is written by a conservative 
seminarian of the “Northern” Presbyte- 
rian Church, who, instead of congratulat- 
ing them, wishes to ask if their action is 
not a clear betrayal and evasion of their 
responsibility to fellow-conservatives of 
the Northern Church and the church as a 
whole? Likewise, is this not a rejection 
of a great challenge clearly presented to 
them by God himself? 

The reasons chiefly offered by certain 
Southern Presbyterians for rejecting the 
proposed merger was that the Southern 
Church would be swallowed up by their 
larger Northern brethren, and that the 
Northern Church was sadly unorthodox 
in many respects. If these were the argu- 
ments which actually persuaded the 
Southern Church to reject the merger, 
then the Southern Church should be 
aware of the implications of such action, 
for this may well indicate a hidden in- 
security within its own orthodoxy. These 
weak arguments would appeal to those 
having such feelings of insecurity. Surely 
if the Southern Church is securely ortho- 
dox, then it has no reason to fear being 
polluted by Northern unorthodoxy. Fur- 
thermore, it tends to give the impression 
that there is a Pharisaical attitude with- 
in that church hardly worthy of orthodox 
Christian believers. Truly, if your 
church is really sounder in the faith, then 
the responsibility and duty is all the 
more upon your shoulders to help clear 
up the unfortunate situation found with 
the weaker brethren. Does your respon- 
sibility as Christians end with your own 
individual denomination, or does it not 
also apply to those of sister denominations 
of the Reformed Confession who offer you 
their hand and of which you are a part? 
I suggest that your responsibility, as ours, 
is to all Christians everywhere who need 
so badly what we have in abundance to 
give. 

God gave the Southern conservatives a 
golden opportunity to bear witness to 
their faith, and to work for him by merg- 
ing with the USA Church, thereby getting 
into the battle, side by side with the 
Northern conservatives, and endeavoring 
to win a victory for Christ. I am re- 
minded here of John Calvin, who, when 
being faced in Geneva by Farel and asked 
to undertake the responsibility of bring- 
ing victory for Christ there, shuddered 
at such a great challenge since he was 
only one man among hundreds of unholy 
Genevans. He did not throw up his hands 
and evade his obligation to God, main- 
taining he would have nothing to do 
with such an unholy situation. Rather, 
when he perceived that here God had 
presented him with a great task, he ac- 
cepted it, knowing that God was with 
him. “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” (Romans 8:31.) True, Cal- 
vin did not stand entirely alone. There 
were other friendly spirits at his side in 
Geneva. And the situation is the same 
here in the Northern Church. The South- 
ern conservatives would not be alone in 
this task, for there are conservatives also 
here in the USA Church. 


. Your rejection of the merger did 
not, and will not, erase your responsibil- 
ity to Christ and his church. You can 
still do much to right a wrong and repair 
the damage in time to come. If you are 
the God-fearing men that you aspire to 
be, you will not continue to betray the 
cause of conservatives in both our 
churches. Can we not at least measure 
up to the example set by our great leader 
and theologian, John Calvin? 

DUANE V. FIFER. 
Princeton, N. J. 


Gillespie Comments 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Even though some question might be 
raised concerning the ethics of publica- 
tion of the article without my knowledge 
or consent,* subjecting it at the same 
time to a blistering crossfire of hostile 
criticism, nevertheless I pass over: any 
such objection, and welcome the frank 
discussion of this all-important question 
before the church at large. 

Along with many others, I feel that 
one of the most serious objections to 
the action of the last General Assembly 
concerning segregation, is that little or 
no opportunity had been given for dis- 
cussion of the issues involved by the 
church as a whole, that the action was 
necessarily hasty and ill-considered, and 
that it does not represent the mature 
judgment or the conviction of the great 
majority of our people. 

My learned critics, apparently with 
assumption of pontifical infallibility for 
their own logical processes and con- 
clusions, have intimated that I have 
utilized “highly questionable methods of 
interpreting the Bible to bolster a dying 
tradition’; and that I have resorted to 
“a highly dubious array of arguments 
which .. . distort history and Scripture.” 
No self-respecting minister could be in- 
different to strictures of this kind, which 
to say the least are uncharitable, and 
wholly uncalled for in a discussion of 
this kind. But assuming that no personal 
reflection was intended, I do not take 
offense, and for those who know my life 
and my humble efforts to serve the Mas- 
ter and his church, I do not believe any 
answer is necessary. 

To all other fair-minded readers of 
THE OvuTLooK, I ask only that you re-read 
carefully my whole discussion of this 
point which I sought to bring out in 
connection with each scriptural or his- 
torical reference and then draw your 
own common sense conclusions as to 
whether or not I have drawn unwar- 
ranted inferences or distorted facts. 

Let it be kept clearly in mind, that in 
my discussion I stated frankly that in 
my judgment “the Bible contains no clear 
mandate for or against segregation as 
between the white and Negro races” and 





*EDITORS’ NOTE—This presentation 
was treated just as any other talk or 
statement made before one of the courts 
of the church would be treated. It formed 
the background of the action taken by 
the synod in requesting General Assem- 
bly support and is therefore of concern 
to the entire church. It was published 
in full in the Jackson daily paper and in 
other publications. 


that “while the Bible contains some data 
which has a bearing on the general prin- 
ciple of segregation, we dare not be dog. 
matic in interpretation of these ref. 
erences.” As a matter of fact, my defense 
of the principle of segregation was based 
primarily on matters of common sense 
observation and experience and my ap- 
peal to the Scriptures was intended 
chiefly as a refutation of the false as- 
sumptions and the dogmatic assertions 
of that liberal-social minded group with- 
in all the churches which interpret the 
Bible in terms of humanistic philosophy, 
and assert with dogmatic finality that 
segregation is displeasing to God, unjust 
to man, inherently wrong, and positively 
un-Christian. Incidentally, it is not with- 
out significance that this same group 
generally assert with the same dogmatic 
certainty that the division or segregation 
of the church into sects or denominations, 
is inherently sinful and un-Christian. 

Let it further be emphasized that I 
personally, have a deep and abiding con- 
cern for the moral, spiritual and social 
welfare of “my Brother in Black,” and in 
defending the principle of racial segre- 
gation I do not ignore or defend the many 
indignities which he has suffered in the 
past, and still suffers, not only in America 
but in other lands. The abuses which 
have occurred under segregation, should 
be corrected, and I believe in time can be 
corrected without involving the aban- 
donment of the system, just as the abuses 
which have arisen under our present 
Free-Enterprise system can be corrected 
without the revolutionary and far-reach- 
ing changes which would follow the scrap- 
ping of that system. 

G. T. GILLESPIE, 

Jackson, Miss. 


Mississippi Protest 


NOTE—A letter appeared here last 
week reporting that members of the 
Synod of Mississippi had protested the 
action calling for the rescinding of the 
1954 Assembly’s resolution on segrega- 
tion. The grounds of the protest and the 
names of the signers appear below. This 
should be read in connection with Dr. 
Gillespie’s letter (above) where he in- 
dicates that his appeal to the synod was 
not on the basis of the Bible but on 
“common sense observation and experi- 
ence.”—EDITORS. 


Being convinced that neither this nor 
any other court of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. has the right to take 
action on issues of a moral and social 
nature on any basis other than the Word 
of God, the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice, we ask permission to pro- 
test this action of the Synod of Missis- 
sippi. 

We ask also that this protest be sent to 
the Assembly along with the action of 
the synod, and that equal publicity be 
given the two documents. 


ARTHUR M. 
SCHNEIDER, JR. 
Vicror O. 


BERNARD V. MUNGER 
MURPHEY C. WILDS 
Roy L. McCown 
AUGSBURGER J. Moopy McDILL 
J. KELLY UNGER RoBertT P. RICHARD- 
Marsu M. CaALta- SON 
WAY RoBeErT P, RICHARD- 
S. N. Harris SON, JR. 
Rovert H. WALKUP T. RUSSETL NUNAN 


C. R. SLIDER JAMES P. O. STEVEN- 
JOHN M. WILSON SON 
RoGerR E. WILLIAMS JAMES B. HACKMAN 
A. M. HART GEORGE E. FELKNOR 
G. WiLsBur SMITH WILKEs D. MACAt- 
E. C. BRASINGTON LAY 


SPENCER C. MurRAY Tom A. DAVIDSON 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Blake Upholds Sincerity of 
President's Church Attendance 


NEW York (RNS)—Eugene Carson 
Blake of Philadelphia, Stated Clerk of 
the Presbyterian Church in the USA, and 
president of the National Council of 
Churches, defended the sincerity of Pres- 
ident Eisenhower’s church membership 
and attendance in a statement issued 
here. 

The statement was in part a reply 
to earlier suggestions by Sen. Matthew 
Neely (D.-W. Va) that the President, 
who before his election belonged to no 
organized religious group, was hypocritic- 
ally making political capital out of going 
to church. 

President Eisenhower was baptized in 
and joined the National Presbyterian 
Church in Washington, D. C., shortly 
after his inauguration and has attended 
services there since. 

“As a nation, we recognize the impor- 
tance of religion in our heritage and in- 
scribe on our coins and stamps the af- 
firmation of faith, ‘In God We Trust,’ ” 
Dr. Blake said. 


JOHN KNOX, EDITOR — Dwight Moody 
Chalmers, pastor of the Westminster church, 
Greenville, S. C., has been named editor of 


the John Knox Press, official publisher of 
books of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. Dr. 
Chalmers will become the first person to fill 
this position. Before going to Greenville 
in 1948, he was a pastor in Durham, N. C., 
Charlottesville, Va., and Greensboro, N. C. 
He grew up in the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church in Charlotte, N. C., where 
his father was a minister. He is expected 
to assume his duties in the Richmond, Va., 
offices at an early date. 





“When the Chief Executive of the na- 
tion gives the whole people an example, 
by his regular attendance at the church 
of his choice, all men of faith should be 
glad. The officials of his own church 
and of all churches are, I am sure, thank- 
ful for the manifest sincerity of the Pres- 
ident’s Christian faith. 

“Many adults are making decisions 
every day to join churches. To question 
the motive or challenge the sincerity of 
the President or of anyone else who 
makes such a decision is presumptuous. 
Such matters are the concerns of the con- 
science of the individual and the dis- 
cipline of the church.” 


Sen. Neely’s comments were made at 
Cleveland, O., in an address to the con- 


vention of the United Automobile Work- 
ers of America, C.I.O. 

“Next Monday I don’t want to have 
to see in the papers a picture of the Presi- 
dent and a story that he attended this or 
that church,” the Senator said. 

“Away with hypocrisy. I don’t care 
what religious group is involved. If that 


is an unfair statement, they can make 
the most of it.” 


JUDGE YOUNGDAHL: 


Bonnell Reports on 
Crusade in Scotland 


New York (rRNS)—John Sutherland 
Bonnell, pastor of Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian church, said on his return here 
from a week’s participation in evangelist 
Billy Graham’s All-Scotland Crusade at 
Glasgow that Scotland today is “‘the most 
prayed-for country in the world—bar 
none.” 

“T have just come from a city that is 
throbbing with spiritual activity,” he told 
his congregation. “And the thing that 
impressed me was that every individual 
coming forward was sincere, composed 
and quiet—no sign of excitement whatso- 
ever.” 

Dr. Bonnell said that 75,000 persons 
had attended the Graham meetings in five 
nights while he was in Glasgow and that 
on his last day there more than 1,000 let- 
ters and 100 cables and telegrams from 
all over the world were received assuring 
the crusade of supporting prayers. 

“Millions are praying,” he said, “and 
when millions pray, things will happen. 
The flame may break out in America any 
day.” 


‘Separation’ Used as Excuse 


New York (RrNs)—Separation of 
church and state has “too often been 
used” by ministers and laymen as an ex- 
cuse to avoid their responsible roles in 
the community, Federal Judge Luther W. 
Youngdahl said here. 

Judge Youngdahl was a principal 
speaker at the ninth annual Conference 
on the Christian Ministry sponsored here 
by Union Theological Seminary. It was 
attended by some 125 college men from 
40 colleges in 23 states. The conferences 
are held primarily for university-level 
students who are undecided about their 
life work. 

Taking as his subject, “The Social 
Concern of the Church: Pastor and Lay- 
man,” the jurist said those who framed 
our Constitution “believed in God and 
had no intention of divorcing statesman- 
ship and churchmanship.” 

“T don’t believe a minister should run 
for public office or recommend specific 
candidates from the pulpit,” he said. “But 
when he feels that a liberty is being 
threatened, he should speak out against it 
objectively and without dealing with the 


names of specific personalities involved. 


“There is a host of everyday problems 
or affairs of the state that the church must 
study and take an interest in, instead of 
leaving them to authorities who have no 
use for the church. We can have the kind 
of government and the kind of church we 
want. In 48 hours we could have law and 
enforcement in every community in this 
country if only the church people want 
to fight for it.” 

Reinhold Niebuhr, vice-president of 
Union and noted Protestant theologian, 
warned that “religion itself can accent- 
uate sin.” 


Self-Righteous America 


“There is nothing worse than a reli- 
gious-sanctioned racialism or nationalism 
which presents itself piously in the name 
of God,” he said. “And I don’t think 
any nation has ever been so self-righteous 
as America is today. .. . But with all its 
power, America is not as powerful as it 
thinks it is; and with all its righteousness 
it is not as righteous as it thinks it is. 


“The business of the Christian Church 
is to say so despite all the temptations to 








avoid telling people what they don’t want 
to hear. It is very simple to judge an 
obvious criminal, but it is much harder to 
judge a collective people who are out- 
wardly gracious while inwardly promot- 
ing such things as racialism.” 

Paul E. Scherer of the seminary facul- 
ty told the students that “people often 
will come to you for advice when what 
they really want is approval.” 


No Interest in Change 

“Those who come to the minister for 
help very often simply want help only 
in getting themselves out of the mess 
they’re in,” he said. ‘They want the 
mess changed but don’t want themselves 
changed in the process. Ministers are 
not in any position to make them change 
—like pieces on a chess board—they’ve 
got to be willing to let God change their 
lives. But if they are in the fight as sons 
of God, they’re in it—for the first time— 
free to fight.” 

Paul J. Tillich, another faculty mem- 
ber, said that although the church “‘pro- 
nounces and preserves” the gospel, it is 
a part of the world that challenges the 
gospel. 


Churches Need Healing 


“The healing forces (for the present 
world situation) in reality are not to be 
found in the churches,” he asserted, “for 
they belong to that which also needs heal- 
ing. But perhaps we must look for them 
in that which the churches stand for— 
the new reality to which they point. Per- 
haps we should look to the message con- 
cerning this new reality—the good news.” 

In recent generations, Dr. Tillich 
pointed out, science supplied a “con- 
trolling” truth in the technical control 
of nature but we have found that this 
“could not supply an answer to the ques- 
tion of the end.” 

“This led,” he said, “either to indiff- 
ference towards the question of meaning 
or it led to despair—and out of despair 
came wrong commitments to ultimately 
destructive causes such as nationalism, 
racialism and totalitarianism.” 


Better in a Barn 


Henry Jacobs, pastor of the Concord 
Presbyterian church, Fairfax, Del., re- 
cently told a legislative committee that 
his congregation is planning a new church 
to cost more than $300,000 but his parish- 
ioners would “rather meet in a barn, 
a rented store or somebody’s cellar” than 
resort to bingo to raise funds. 

His statement was made at a public 
hearing in Dover where a constitutional 
amendment is being considered which 
would permit such games under the aus- 
pices of religious and charitable groups. 
The amendment was defeated on its first 
reading in the House. 

Roman Catholic and veterans groups 
are among the chief supporters of such 
legislation. 


4 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








(NOTE: U.S. means from the Presby- 
terian, U. S., (Southern) calendar; USA 
means from the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. Also, NCC means National Coun- 
cil of Churches.) 


April, Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), 
2 Chronicles. 

April 10, Easter. Offering for Overseas 
Relief and Interchurch Aid (U.S.). 

Apr. 11-15, Religious Radio-TV Work- 
shop, Broadcasting & Film Commission, 
National Council of Churches. 

Apr. 13-15, Associated Church Press, 
Washington, D. C. 

Apr. 14-16, S’east Regional Conf., In- 
terseminary Movement, Division of Chris- 
tian Education, National Council of 
Churches, Arden, N. C. 

Apr. 15-16, Middle Atlantic Conf., Inter- 
seminary Movement, NCC, Chester, Pa. 

Apr. 17, Assembly’s Training School 
Day, U. S. 

Apr. 17, Protestant Hour weekly radio 
series begins with John A. Redhead 
preaching. 

Apr. 17-22, Find Life With God (U.S.) 
North Carolina minister in Virginia. 
West Virginia ministers in Appala- 

chia. 

Apr. 20, Annual meeting, General Com- 
mission on Chaplains, Washington, D. C. 

Apr. 22-23, Ky.-Tenn., Conf., Intersem- 
inary Movement, NCC, Louisville, Ky. 

Apr. 24, National Christian College Day, 
NCC. 

Apr. 25, Board of Directors, 
Volunteer Movement, NYC. 

Apr. 28, Executive Committee, Church 
World Service, NCC, NYC. 

Apr. 28-30, First Evangelical Conf. of 
the Arab World, Beirut, Lebanon. 

Apr. 29-May 1, 14th annual meeting, 
Laymen’s Movement for a _ Christian 
World, NYC. 

May, Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), 
Micah. 

May 1-8, Christian Family Week. 

May 1-3, Religicus Newswriters Assn., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

May 6, May Fellowship Day (United 
Church Women, 156 5th Ave., NYC 10). 

May 8, Mothers’ Day. 

May 15, Rural Life Sunday. 

May 17, Pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism (USA), Los Angeles. 

May 19, Opening of the USA General 
Assembly, Los Angeles. 


Student 


DCE Amendment Seems 
To Face Defeat 


Four routine amendments to the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Book of Church Order 
have been approved by a majority of the 
presbyteries, while one is meeting with 
difficulty. 

Amendments to the Book of Church 
Order require approval only by a simple 
majority of the presbyteries instead of 
the two-thirds majority needed for the 
standards of faith. 

The section which is being resisted 
deals with the status of the Director of 
Christian Education and the presbytery 
vote, at last accounting, was 37-21 op- 
posed. A number of DCEs are under- 


stood as being opposed to the provision 
because there is no outline of duties of 
the DCE—or job analysis, as they call 
it. Others have opposed the present form 
because they say there is no real standard 
for an associate in Christian Education, 


MODERATORIAL TOUR 


Lloyd Will Dedicate 
Hospitality Center 


In Big Delta, where the Army is en- 
larging its test base, a Presbyterian USA 
National Missions hospitality center— 
the only recreation station there—will be 
dedicated by Ralph W. Lloyd, Moderator 
of General Assembly, on Good Friday. 

The log cabin center, built last summer 
by volunteer students from the States and 
local people, will be one of two dozen 
National Mission projects visited during 
the Moderator’s tour with J. Earl Jack- 
man, secretary for work in Alaska for the 
Board of National Missions. The center 
provides the only alternative to bars and 
saloons which abound in the area of the 
base. 

The ceremony will be held in the sanc- 
tuary adjoing the recreation room. At- 
tending will be representatives of the 
Helmsmen, a married couples club of ap- 
proximately 100 members patterned after 
a parent club in the Fairbanks, Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church. 

During the tour, Dr. Lloyd and Dr. 
Jackman will speak at churches in Fair- 
banks, Barrow, Anchorage, Sitka, Haines, 
Wrangell—oldest Protestant Church in 
Alaska—and Juneau. They will take 
part in the annual meeting of Yukon 
Presbytery in Fairbanks, which will be 
attended by sixty representatives from in- 
terior communities in an area one-fifth the 
size of the United States. 

The keynote speech of the closing day 
of Alaska Presbytery’s meeting in Ju- 
neau’s Northern Light Church will be 
delivered by Dr. Jackman who will dis- 
cuss Sunday school missionaries. He 
will tell one hundred representatives from 
seventeen churches in southeastern Alaska 
that their benevolences are helping work 
in other mission fields where the need is 
similar to their own. 

At an earlier session, Mrs. Lloyd will 
discuss National Missions work in the 
Southern Mountains. Before catching the 
plane home, Dr. Lloyd will speak at the 
Monday morning chapel service at Shel- 
don Jackson Junior College, in Sitka. 





@ DON’T MISS PAGE 16 


National Christian College Day 
is April 24 
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@ Here some of the persisting difficulties in the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
are discussed in the Council of Christian Relations report to the General Assembly 


Unity in the Church with Diversity 


RESBYTERIANS are shocked at the 

divergent views and deep-seated ten- 
sions within our beloved church. These 
tensions impair the effectiveness of its 
witness now and threaten its stability in 
the future, if ways are not found to real- 
ize the spirit of Christian unity which 
is our rightful heritage. 

The eternal purpose of God for man 
was revealed to Paul as he wrote in his 
Epistle to the Ephesians: “to unite all 
things in Christ” (1:10). This unity, 
he indicates, is first to be realized in the 
church and then made known through the 
church to the world. (3:10) 

In the light of this purpose Paul writes 
in Ephesians 4:1-3: ‘I, therefore, a 
prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a 
life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all lowliness and 
meekness, with patience, forbearing one 
another in love, eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(RSV). 


1. Causes of Disunity 

Within our own branch of the church 
differences have arisen, threatening the 
unity for which Paul pleads. 

1. A basic cause of this disunity is the 
diversity of opinion which exists among 
equally sincere and devoted disciples of 
Christ regarding the principles and meth- 
ods of Biblical interpretation. Some, for 
example, hold that ministers of the church 
are committed to a view of verbal iner- 
rancy which others regard as foreign both 
to Scripture and the Confession of Faith. 
Some believe that the Bible must be 
studied according to the methods of his- 
torical scholarship, if we are to under- 
stand the revelation of God in Christ and 
so discover the will of God for our day. 
Others disapprove such methods, fearing 
the Bible will be discredited as the in- 
spired Word of God. Some interpret par- 
ticular passages of the Scriptures literally 
and disagree with those who interpret 
them otherwise, according to the various 
literary forms (e.g., poetry, proverb and 
parable) which they believe are found 
therein. These latter hold that the former 
view tends toward a legalistic conception 
of the Scriptures contrary to the spirit of 
Christ. 

2. A second basic cause of the current 
tensions in our church is found in the dif- 
ferent evaluations placed on specific the- 
ological doctrines. Some fear that if 
traditional statements of doctrine are re- 
phrased, essential truth of the gospel is 
endangered. Others believe that this 
traditional terminology is not understood, 
in some cases at least, by many of our 


APRIL 11, 1955 


The Assembly’s Council of Christian Rela- 
tions comes to grips in this report with 
some of the underlying problems in the 
life of the church—deeper issus than are 
usually revealed in such discussions as 
those about church union and segregation, 
but basic to them. George H. Wright, 
Asheville, N. C., attorney, is chairman of 
the Council; Malcolm P. Calhoun is its 
secretary. Other members signing the 
unanimous report are: Wm. P. Anderson, 
Jr., Frank H. Caldwell, Irvin Elligan, R. A. 
Farnsworth, Annie Tait Jenkins, John S. 
Land, John H. Marion, Robert B. McNeill, 
Stuart R. Oglesby, E. T. Thompson, Dr. J. 
Farra Van Meter, Marion R. Wellford and 
Robert R. Wilson. 


contemporaries and should be revised in 
the light of the Bible and set forth in 
terms readily understood by people today. 

3. There are differences of opinion in 
our church regarding the application of 
the gospel to complex life situations of 
our time. Some are so concerned with 
the salvation of souls and the develop- 
ment of individual piety that social appli- 
cations of the gospel seem irrelevant to, 
if not disruptive of the true mission of the 
church. Others, recognizing the prime 
importance of the individual, hold that 
salvation is both individual and corporate 
and that the church must seek to bring 
the whole of life under the royal dominion 
of Christ. 

Some believe that ministers in their 
official capacity and the courts of the 
church have no right to speak on any 
controversial public issue on which the 
membership of the church is divided. 
Others, feeling that loyalty to Christ 
compels them to speak, are not willing to 
accept such restrictions on their utter- 
ances. 

4. Strife has arisen over our coopera- 
tive relationships with other church 
bodies. A few years back there was bit- 
ter contention regarding the Federal 
Council of Churches. More recently the 
contention, milder in form, has been over 
our relationship with the National and 
the World Councils of Churches. This 
past year and for some years back there 
have been pronounced differences of opin- 
ion over the advisability of reunion with 
other Presbyterian bodies. Some believe 
that our church has a distinctive witness 
to maintain which is threatened by too 
close a relationship with other bodies. 
Others feel that the teaching of the Bible 
and also the effectiveness of the church’s 
witness in a world torn and endangered 
by its divisions require a much higher 
degree of unity than we have as yet at- 


tained. For the one type of Presbyterian, 
“ecumenicity” endangers the purity of 
the church’s witness; to the other, it is a 
requirement of their religious faith. 

5. Still another cause of disunity is 
found in the widespread misunderstand- 
ing of the essential characteristics of the 
Presbyterian form of government. Some, 
for example, believe that within the Pres- 
byterian system the congregation is the 
ultimate authority; and that it has the 
right, if it so chooses, to withdraw from 
the denomination, together with its prop- 
erty. Others hold that the congregation 
as such cannot withdraw from the Pres- 
byterian Church, and insist that the con- 
trary view is congregationalism rather 
than Presbyterianism. Some believe that 
representatives of a particular church in 
a presbytery or synod and commissioners 
to the General Assembly are obligated 
to reflect the dominant point of view in 
the body which elects them; to others, 
this is contrary to the Presbyterian system 
with its fundamental principles of repre- 
sentative church government and tends 
in addition to nullify the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. 

It is unfortunate that the differences of 
opinion which exist on these and other 
matters and the intense feelings engen- 
dered thereby have led some to suspect the 
Christian character or convictions of 
their fellow-Christians; and that the 
hasty language of a few has created ten- 
sions which have disturbed the peace and 
obscured the unity of our church and at 
times obscured the gospel which we all 
hold in common. 


Il. An Affirmation of Faith 


As Christians and as Presbyterians: 

We believe in God—the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe that the Bible is the Word 
of God, the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice; and that “all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness” 
(II Tim. 3:16). 

We believe that the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith and Catechisms contain 
the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

We believe that “as individuals and 
as a group, Christians are responsible for 
adjusting their thought and behavior to 
those everlasting principles of righteous- 
ness which God has revealed in Holy 
Scripture, especially in the Ten Com- 
mandments and in the life and teaching 
of Jesus Christ. It is no less their re- 
sponsibility as citizens of their nation to 








seek as far as their influence may extend 
to bring national life and all the institu- 
tions of society into conformity to the 
moral government of God, and into har- 
mony with the spirit of Jesus Christ.’” 

We agree that the law of love must 
govern our relationships with others; and 
that the Golden Rule must be employed 
in the proper application of this law. 

We believe that the Presbyterian 
Church should cooperate with other evan- 
gelical churches and organizations in the 
proclamation and extension of the gospel; 
that “there is one body and one Spirit 

. one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of us all, who is above 
all and through all and in all.” (Ephe- 
sians 4:4-6 RSV) 


ill. Achieving Christian Unity 

Recognizing our essential unity in 
Christ, the question inevitably arises, 
“How may we achieve a greater measure 
of that unity of the Spirit for which 
Paul pleads? And how may we mani- 
fest that unity to the world?” We sug- 
gest the following six topics for consid- 
eration: 


1. A Proper Understanding of Langauge 

Language should be recognized as a 
symbol of the idea which a person desires 
to convey to another. Words, therefore, 
can never fully transfer to one mind the 
thought of another. Nor will the use of a 
word convey the same picture to each mem- 
ber of a group of persons. Unless this fact 
is recognized, misunderstanding will oc- 
cur, leading sometimes to suspicion and 
distrust. Countless devoted Christians 
have been unjustly criticized and con- 
demned because their language was mis- 
understood. It happens sometimes that a 
line from a book or article will convince 
someone that the writer has “departed 
from the faith,” when a thoughtful dis- 
cussion with the writer, or further exam- 
ination of his writings, or even a careful 
consideration of the context, would dispel 
any suspicion of his faithfulness to the 
Christian doctrines. 

If we are to grow in unity there must 
be a more careful effort to discover the 
real meaning of the language employed 
by those who hold, or who seem to hold, 
views differing from our own, and far 
more caution in judging both motives 
and belief. 


2. A Proper Understanding of the Bible 

Among Christians many controversies 
could be eliminated by a better under- 
standing of what the Bible really is and 
how it is to be studied. 

Neither the Bible nor the Confession 
of Faith defines the exact mode of in- 
spiration. If God had chosen to give 
us the Scriptures in manuscripts and 
translations which agreed in all their 


1See Minutes of General Assembly 1953, 
p. 89. 


verbal details, he could have done so. 
The fact that this did not happen does 
not lessen our assurance that the Scrip- 
tures are inspired and that they do bring 
us the Word of God in spite of the dis- 
crepancies in the documents to which we 
should not close our eyes. 

The divine factor in revelation has not 
eliminated the human factors involved in 
its reception and transmission. The 
Bible cannot be fully understood, there- 
fore, apart from a knowledge of the con- 
ditions under which it was written. Help 
secured from any source which throws 
light on contemporary history or on the 
authorship, purpose or mode of compo- 
sition of any book in the Bible is to be 
heartily welcomed. 

The Confession of Faith itself gives 
much help in the proper study of Scrip- 
ture. Pertinent in this connection are 
section VII, IX and X of Chapter I: 

“All things in Scripture are not alike 
plain in themselves, nor alike clear 
unto all; yet those things which are 
necessary to be known, believed and 
observed, for salvation, are so clearly 
propounded and opened in some place 
of Scripture or other, that not only 
the learned but the unlearned, in a due 
use of the ordinary means, may attain 
unto aé_ sufficient understanding of 
them. 

“The infallible rule of interpretation 
of Scripture is the Scripture itself; 
and therefore, when there is a ques- 
tion about the true and full sense of 
any Scripture (which is not manifold, 
but one) it may be searched and known 
by other places that speak more clearly. 

“The Supreme Judge, by whom all 
controversies of religion are to be de- 
termined, and all decrees of councils, 
opinions of ancient writers, doctrines 
of men, and private spirits, are to be 
examined, and in whose sentence we 
are to rest, can be no other but the 
Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.” 


To inculcate a proper understanding 
of the Bible is, of course, the responsi- 
bility of those entrusted with the task of 
Christian education. 


3. A Proper Understanding of the Church 

If the unity of the Spirit is to prevail 
within the church, there should be toler- 
ance toward those who hold divergent 
points of view. There is always the temp- 
tation to discredit those who may disagree 
with us and to doubt, if not deny, that 
those who seriously disagree with us truly 
belong to the body of Christ. The New 
Testament church was a school of dis- 
ciples, “learners,” representing varying 
degrees of knowledge, education, intelli- 
gence, culture and maturity. So it should 
be in our day. Thus, it is important in 
working toward spiritual unity, to main- 
tain an inclusive rather than an exclusive 
and sectarian conception of the church. 

The Presbyterian Church has taken 
precautions to insure that its official lead- 
ership is sound in faith. Ministers, elders 
and deacons are all required to accept the 
Confession of Faith and the catechisms of 
the church as containing the system of 


doctrine taught in Holy Scripture. The 
courts to which the officers are subject 
determine what is requisite for acceptance 
of the system as a whole. If any minis- 
ter, or elder, or deacon proves unfaithful 
to his ordination vow, a remedy is pro- 
vided in our Form of Government and 
Rules of Discipline. In such cases arise 
charges to be laid before the responsible 
church court, where the accused will be 
given an opportunity to defend himself 
and where the church itself can take any 
necessary action for the protection and 
defense of the gospel. If charges of this 
nature are publicized without being laid 
before a court, they are, in effect, irre- 
sponsible charges against which there is 
no adequate defense; and they endanger 
rather than promote the peace and purity 
of the church. 

Presbyterian courts, it should be re- 
called, “can make no laws binding the 
conscience; but may frame symbols of 
faith, bear testimony against error in doc- 
trine and immorality in practice, within 
or without the pale of the church, and 
decide cases of conscience” (Chapter 
XIII, Par. 58, Book of Church Order). 
In such cases, the court must seek to ex- 
press the mind of Christ, whether or not 
it coincides with the present mind of its 
constituency. Members of the church 
and the lower courts should weigh such 
judgments of the higher courts and reach 
their own decisions in the light of God’s 
Word and the leadings of the Holy Spirit. 

Ministers of the church, likewise, must 
deliver the message that comes to them 
from God’s Word, or find that God’s 
Spirit has been withdrawn from them. 
As preachers of God’s Word they are 
responsible for the message which they 
proclaim, neither to the congregation 
which has called them nor to its Session, 
but to the presbytery, the synod, and the 
General Assembly (Book of Church 
Order, Chapter XV, Paragraph 76) and 
ultimately to the Lord who will finally 
judge them. 

As noted earlier, there is widespread 
misunderstanding regarding our Presby- 
terian system of government. It should 
be clearly understood by all that accord- 
ing to Presbyterian law, as reconfirmed 
recently by the General Assembly and 
as interpreted again and again by the 
civil courts, a congregation’s property is 
owned and controlled by the congregation 
itself, but no member of a congregation 
and no aggregate of members can with- 
draw from a congregation and retain any 
equity in the property; the congregation 
which owns and controls the property is 
the group, large or small, which remains 
within the denomination of which it is a 
constitutional part. 

It should also be understood that in the 
Presbyterian system members of a pres- 
bytery or synod and Commissioners to 
the General Assembly cannot be instruct- 
ed how to vote. They are expected rather 
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to cast their ballot according to their own 
best judgment, after due deliberation with 
their fellows and in humble reliance upon 
the Holy Spirit, whose guidance the court 
has invoked in prayer. 


4. Use of Proven Methods in Group Action 

How can groups differing in their un- 
derstanding of issues confronting the 
church resolve their differences or agree 
finally to disagree without loss of mutual 
respect? Fortunately, certain procedures 
in group discussions have been found 
helpful. 

Both sides of the question, for example, 
must be fully and fairly presented and 
considered. All who choose to do so must 
be permitted to join in the discussion. 

The sincerity of each disputant must 
be conceded. Motives are not to be im- 
pugned. 

Facts must come first. Our responsi- 
bility as Christians is to discover the facts 
and to form our opinions and govern our 
actions accordingly. 

Everyone must try faithfully to under- 
stand and be careful not to misrepresent 
his opponent’s point of view. This can 
be done successfully only when one def- 
initely attempts to put himself in the 
other’s place. 

All must desire to discover God’s will 
in the matter, and acknowledge and seek 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

The will of the majority is to be ac- 
cepted in good faith. 

Differences of opinion on any level of 
the church’s life need not prove disruptive 
and will not if full use is made of proven 


democratic, Christian techniques for re- 
solving controversial issues. 


5. Obedience to the Law of Love 

The unity of the Spirit cannot be 
achieved without the exercise of that love 
which “‘beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things” (I Cor. 13:7). 
As Paul writes again in his Letter to the 
Ephesians: “Speaking the truth in love, 
we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, from whom 
the whole body . . . makes bodily growth 
and upbuilds itself in love” (4:15,16 
RSV). 

Paul’s words accord with those of 
Christ. ‘‘A new commandment I give to 
you,” he said on the eve of his crucifixion, 
“that you love one another even as I have 
loved you” (John 13:34 rsv). And again, 
“By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:35 Rsv). 

6. Obedience to the Great Commission 

The unity of the Spirit will be achieved 
finally as we give ourselves with new zeal 
and consecration to the great task to which 
our Master ever summons us—the task of 
winning men to Christ, the task of teach- 
ing them to observe all things that he has 
commanded us (Matthew 28:19-20). 

To this task let us now give ourselves— 
lovingly and unitedly. 

Recommendation to the General As- 
sembly: That the General Assembly adopt 
the report of the Council of Christian 
Relations, entitled “Unity in the Church 
with Diversity,” and urge that it be 


widely read and studied throughout the 
church. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 
Including U.S., USA, AR, and 
United Presbyterians 





EXCHANGE OF PULPITS 


Hamilton, Ohio, U. P. ch, 670 mbs, down- 
town; near Cincinnati and Dayton; on 
Miami R; 2 Aug. Sundays; prefer Knox- 
ville area, Atlanta area or northern Fla. 
No manse excg. Robt. E. Douglass, 1210 
Park Ave., Hamilton, Ohio. 

Quincy, Ill, 1st ch, 525 mbs, 1 service on 
Sun.; heart of Midwest; city of 50,000 on 
banks of Miss. R; 4 Sun. July-Aug. Prefer 
Gulf coast, Sou. Atlantic coast, Fla. Manse 
exce. David C. Kinnard, Sth & Broadway, 
Quincy, Hl. 

Knoxville, Tenn., Shannondale ch, 150 
mbs, suburban, near Smoky mtns, TVA 
lakes, Oak Ridge, etc. 1 Sun svs. Prefer 
Denver, Colo. or NYC Manse excg. 3-4 
July-Aug. Sundays. Kenneth Morse, Rt. 
12, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Albuquerque, N. M., Westminster ch, 170 
mbs, near Sandia mtns; industrial. 1 Sun. 
svs. 5 Sundays, July 31-Aug. 28. Prefer 
Richmond, Va., vicinity Aug. 7; others in 
Fla, Jn. H. MeDonald, 1101 Lopez Rd., SW, 
Albuquerque, N. M. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Oakley ch, 300 mbs, 
middle-class, 1 svs. at 10:45. Gateway to 
South or road to West Cincinnati Univer- 
sity and industries. 2 Aug. Sundays. No 
manse excg. Prefer South or N. E. Regi- 
nald Rowland, 2941 Minot Ave., Cincinnati 
19, Ohio. 


TO HAVE PULPIT SUPPLIED 


N. Y.: Adams-Parkhurst ch, 215 mbs, 
midtown, inner city ch, a.m. and p.m. svs. 
Manse provided. 4 Aug. Sundays. David 
J. McGown, 432 3rd Ave., New York, N. Y.. 


WISH TO SUPPLY 


_N. Mex. or Colo., 2 Aug. Sundays. Would 
like manse. Lannie Parnell, 308 Biggs St., 
Mansfield, La., ch (151 mbs). 
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General Assembly 
Commissioners (U. S.) 





Lists of commissioners to the 1955 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., in Richmond, Va., June 2, 
are now appearing here. Others will fol- 
low by synods as they become available. 

(Continued from last week) 


SYNOD OF KENTUCKY 

Guerrant—(M)* Wm. C. Brown, Lothair; 
(E)* Arco Begley, Beattyville. 

Lex.-Eben.—(M) Byron L. 
way; Robt. Raborn, 
Friedly, Georgetown, 
Lexington. 

Louisville — (M) H. Glenn Stephens, 
Frankfort; L. W. Bottoms, Atlanta, Ga.; 


Milton, Mid- 
Carlisle; (E) Earl 
DeVaughan Pratt, 


*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 





Wm. R. Clarke, Frank H. Caldwell, (E) 
H. A. Baker, Harold L. Clemons, Louis- 
ville; Russell Miller, Elizabethtown; Chas. 
F. Sibley, Jeffersontown. 
Muhlenburg—(M) Paul M. Watson, (E) 
Noble Noel, Hopkinsville. 
Transylvania—(M) Jameson M. Jones, 
Danville; (E) Horace A. Johnston, Lebanon. 


SYNOD OF LOUISIANA 

Louisiana—(M) J. K. Aiken, L. O. Elmore, 
Baton Rouge; (E) S. R. Pickett, Alexan- 
dria; John T. Hood, St. Charles. 

La.-Miss—(M) L. A. Bayne, Holly Springs, 
Miss.; (E) Thos. E. Rose, New Orleans. 

New Orleans—(M) Thos. M. Davis, Jas. 
M. Gregory, A. L. Ash, New Orleans; (E) 
Earl Luke, Franklin; R. A. Bibbins, Morgan 
City; Steve Jahasz, Hammond. 

Red River—(M) Wade H. Boggs, At- 
lanta; P. W. Deloteus, Springhill; R. G. 
Valentine, (E) John A. Richardson, Shreve- 
port; W. L. McKinney, Dixie; E. F. Jones, 
Monroe. 


Mississippi—not complete 


SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

Lafayette—(M) John Crockett, Forsyth; 
(E) A. L. Maxwell, Lexington. 

Missouri—(M) Klair L. Armstrong, Co- 
lumbia; (E) Walter Klusman, Laddonia. 

Potosi—(M) Louis E. Evans, Ste. Gene- 
vieve; (E) H. T. Guthrie, Perryville. 

St. Louis—(M) Robt. E. Cogswell, Uni- 
versity City; Stuart H. Salmon, Overland; 
(E) Ralph K. Watson, St. Charles; Harry 
Vinyard, Festus. 

Upper Mo.—(M) Duncan Crockett, Dwight 
Seneker, G. W. Whiteside, (E) Sam Pas- 
siglia, Robt. Anderson, Kansas City; T. E. 
Rhoddus, Lawson. 





@ “You have dene a superb job in your 
Going-to-College Handbook . . . | wish a 
booklet like this had been available to me 
when | entered Austin College back in 
1916! The church is in your debt for 
doing such a grand job.’’—Edward D. 
Grant, Former Executive Secretary, Pres- 
byterian U. S., Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, 


National Christian College Day 
April 24, 1955 


wk SEE PAGE 16... 








PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics, One 
year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 11th, and 
12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Sum- 
mer school begins June 6, 1955. 


THE REGISTRAR 
Maxton, North Carolina 





Box 38-R 

















DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


WHERE A GOOD PAST 
PREDICTS A BETTER FUTURE 


John R. Cunningham, President 


Davidson, N. C. 
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“Where can I secure a copy of the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Book of Church Or- 
der?” So wrote a Presbyterian, USA, 
friend. 

The answer is not difficult, but the in- 
quiry suggests a possibility. It is sim- 
ply this: Why don’t we have a greater 
exchange of the basic documents of the 
U. S. and USA churches in order to un- 
derstand procedures better? 

We may do well to recognize that we 
have some items in common: The Book 
of Common Worship is the same, even 
though some of the terminology is not 
precisely in line with the U. S. Church’s 
procedures. Nevertheless, the U. S. As- 
sembly adopted the volume several years 
ago without dissent. Now, we are look- 
ing forward to the new Hymnal, prom- 
ised for next October. 

What else do we have for exchange? 

In the USA Church, the annual Plan 
Book is a gold mine of helpful informa- 
tion. (50¢ General Council, 156 5th 
Ave., NYC 10.) The U. S. Plan Book 
was issued this year for the first time 
by the General Council, 341-C Ponce de 
Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga., 50¢. 

These U. S. volumes are available: 

Book of Church Order, $1; Presby- 
terian Polity and Procedures, Garrison, 
$3, at Presbyterian Book Stores, Box 
1176, Richmond 9, Va.; Box 1020, Dal- 
las 1, Texas; and Box 6127, Atlanta 5, 
Ga. 

These USA items are of value: Consti- 
tution of the Presbyterian Church in the 
USA, $2; Presbyterian Law in the Local 
Church, Blake, $1.50, at these Westmin- 
ster Book Stores: Witherspoon Bldg., 
Philadelphia 7, Pa.; 220 W. Monroe St., 
Chicago 6, Ill.; 315 S. Broadway, Los 
Angeles 13, Calif. 


In addition, the annual Minutes of the 
General Assembly and the Board reports 
may be secured from the office of the re- 
spective General Assembly: USA—5100 
Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7, Pa.; 
U. S.—341-A Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta 5, Ga. These contain vast 
amounts of interesting and important in- 
formation. 

For an investment of 35¢ you can get 
the Yearbook of Prayer for Missions of 
the USA Church from either the Board 
of National or Foreign Missions, 156 
5th Ave., NYC 10. 

This small volume, with maps and 
names and brief descriptions, pushes 
back the horizons to the ends of the earth. 


And When You Pray... 


The recent blast by Senator Neely of 
West Virginia about the publicity at- 
tending the President’s church member- 
ship and church-going, eliminating, if 
possible, the personal elements, might 
serve a useful purpose if it stimulated 
us to pursue considerations along these 
lines: 

The “pitiless” publicity surrounding 
the President. It is not just his church- 
going on Sunday that is reported in Mon- 
day’s papers. Anything he does or says 
gets the same treatment. To exempt a 
report on church-going might be a form 
of discrimination. 

The whole problem of motives—in- 
cluding our own. Eugene Carson Blake 
said very well (page 3) that we find 
ourselves in difficulty if we begin to probe 
the motives of people who are deciding 
to join the church day by day. It is a 
messy business to impugn motives, but we 
can try to deal honestly with our own. 
That will help something. Meanwhile, 
it might be well for us to encourage the 
anonymity of our own gifts and service 
and to offer our worship less conspicu- 
ously and from our hearts. 

The USA Moderator, Dr. Lloyd, is 
pointing out the possibility that some 
people may be joining the trek to the 
temples in these days because of identi- 
fication of anti-God and anti-church with 
Communism and they may be afraid to do 
anything to suggest that their sympathies 
might lie with such an un-American force. 
This may help us to look with discrim- 
ination upon many seemingly “religious” 
movements, but it will hardly do for us 
to take a crack at any or everybody who 
makes a simple profession of Christian 
faith. 

Practically everybody has long recog- 
nized that taking up the name of Chris- 
tian may be entirely too easy; that it 
ought to be more costly, demanding a 
clear break with the “world” about us as 
it has in some historic situations. We 
might do well to remind ourselves that 
a point of testing is open to practically 
everyone of us—that almost all are living 


well below their possibilities, far too 
comfortably and easily; entirely satisfied 
and at peace. 

It might be worth our while to read 
once more about the prayers of the pub- 
lican and the sinner and to be reminded 
of which was a true prayer. 


Not Interested? Afraid? 


When you see a copy of Plowshares 
and Pruning Hooks it is hard to under- 
stand why so few Methodist ministers 
have requested copies for use with their 
people during the past year. 

This is a small booklet issued by the 
Crusade for World Order, led by the 
Methodist Council of Bishops and bear- 
ing, therefore, the highest authority in 
that church. It deals in a comprehensive 
manner with present issues about which 
Christians are concerned, and it points 
constructively toward a peaceful world. 
It has sections written by Oxnam, Sock- 
man, Nolde and Van Kirk—big names— 
but still, thousands of copies of the book 
have not moved from the shelves of the 
Commission on Promotion and Cultiva- 
tion, 740 Rush St., Chicago, 11. 

Is this symptomatic? Are ministers 
a bit wary of getting tagged if they be- 
come too active in the “peace” effort? Do 
they want to avoid anything that might be 
“controversial”? Or, are they just in- 
different, or too busy keeping the local 
machinery oiled? 

Well, whatever may be the causes and 
whatever else they may be doing con- 
structively in other realms, they and the 
rest of us need to give some serious 
thought to the issues of peace in our 
world. 


Accolade 


If you can beg, buy or borrow a copy 
of the Saturday Review for March 26 
do not fail to read Norman Cousin’s edi- 
torial, ‘Does Anyone Have Time to 
Think?” And do not overlook the con- 
cluding paragraph: 

“There is no point in passing the buck 
or looking for guilty parties. We got 
where we are because of the busy man in 
the mirror.” 





@ “The GOING-TO-COLLEGE HAND- 
BOOK is helping more students each year 
intelligently to select a college and pre- 
pare to get the most out of college. It 
carries messages in each issue from people 
who know student life and are competent 
to advise youth about education. It is one 
of the more helpful publications to put 
into the hands of young people before 
they are off to college.’’—Hunter B. 
Blakely, Secretary, Higher Education, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


National Christian College Day 
April 24, 1955 
%& SEE PAGE 16... 
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Footnote to Romans 6:1-14, 23. 


WALKING IN LIFE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


MONG the many borrowings from 

the Old Testament in the New, is 
the use of the word “walk” to describe 
living in this world. It is used both for 
the life of wicked men and of saints. The 
false prophets “walk in lies” (Jer. 23: 
14); the fool “walks in darkness” 
(Eccles. 2:14). But a good king walks 
“after the Lord” (II Kings 23:3) and all 
good men “walk in the paths” of the 
Lord (Micah 4:2). In the New Testa- 
ment it is the same. 

Writers of duller insight might have 
hesitated to use the same word about a 
God-directed life as about an evil one. 
Wouldn’t it be better to say that a born- 
again person, a child of God, one whose 
life is new, would “run” or even “fly”? 
Doesn’t a Christian live, so to speak, at 
a higher level, in a new dimension? Of 
course the word “‘run” is used of the good 
life both in Old Testament and New; but 
it is used of wicked men too. The much 
commoner expression is just “walk.” 

This is all true to life. New Christians 
should be told this. There sometimes 
comes such a warming of the heart, such 
a rapture of spirit, as never to be forgot- 
ten; and the new Christian thinks this is 
going to last always. But there is a great 
deal of plodding to be done. The Chris- 
tian just like everybody else has to make 
a living, has to get on with other people, 
has to take orders and follow directives 
and pay taxes and rent and go to school 
and bring up children and share all the 
toil and tedium of life in this world. 

Walking is slow business, and so is 
life. Walking is awkward compared 
with skating or flying; but so is life. 
The man walking is constantly on the 
verge of falling flat, only he never quite 
does. Life is like that too. Every day 
we have “narrow squeaks” and we won- 
der sometimes in the morning how we 
are going to manage another 24 hours 
. . . but somehow by the grace of God 
we make it once more. 


UT the walking of the Christian is 

a walk of “newness of life.” There 
is something quite different about him. 
He may earn his living side by side with 
those who have no new life; he may be- 
long to the same organizations and pay 
electric bills at the same office and vote 
at the same polls. But there is something 
special about him all the same. This 
passage from Romans suggests to any 
reader some of these special marks of the 
Christian’s walk. 

First of all, it calls for effort. There 
are too many imperatives in the New Tes- 
tament for us to fall into the notion that 
the Christian life is something the Holy 
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Spirit will live for us if we will just get 
out of the way. Far from it. Life for 
the Christian is not a long holiday while 
God takes charge and does all the work. 
It is not a glider or a roller-coaster or an 
escalator; it is a walk, something we have 
to do, something we can do and must do 
ourselves. The presence of the Holy 
Spirit giving us newness of life does not 
spare us from effort, but rather spurs us 
to greater efforts. Sanctification is not 
automatic, we have to take a hand in it. 
Our Shorter Catechism says rightly that 
sanctification is a work of God’s grace 
whereby we are enabled to live unto right- 
eousness; not forced or merely invited, 
but enabled to live. 


Second—and third, for they both go 
together: the Christian’s “walk” is one 
of freedom and of commitment. Paul uses 
even stronger language: freedom and 
slavery. Freedom from sin, slavery to 
God. Again, this is not automatic, or 
Paul would not find it needful to under- 
score and repeat as he does. He does not 
say, “Sin does not reign’; but, “Let not 
sin reign.” The Christian is not in 
a position where he steers his course with- 
out thinking; choice is ever before him, 
his old master sin does not recognize the 
writ of manumission; his new master God 
will not force himself upon him. The 
Christian must be exhorted: Do not yield 
to sin—yield yourselves to God. 


T IS all too easy especially for Presby- 

terians to dwell on the dark side of 
life, on the terrible power and corrupting 
force of sin. “I am a sinner” is a true 
sentence for everyone, his life long. 
But to take this for the whole story is 
just contrary to the New Testament, con- 
trary to the gospel. 

A gloomy philosopher once described 
a minister as one who goes to a man and 
says, ‘“God has sent me to tell you that 
you are a terrible sinner. (Ten dollars, 
please!)” That isn’t the half of it. The 
minister, and indeed every Christian, has 
the right to say to others—and to them- 


selves: You are free from sin—not that 
vou have no dregs of sin in you, but sin 
is not your master. There is no obliga- 
tion on you to sin. You do not have to 
live a life of failure; God has come to 
live in you, and God is your master now. 
God is stronger than every evil; God is 
stronger than any temptation; God has 
set vou free by binding you to himself. 

Of course, if you try to operate on your 
own you will be beaten; but if you operate 
under God’s orders you will find you have 
something of God’s strength. The last 
word of the gospel is not, You are a sin- 
ner. It is rather, God has set you free 
from sin. The word is not, I am bound 
to fail. It is rather, God intends me to 
win. 


NE more thought, out of the part of 

this chapter which is omitted from 
the reading. Paul himself was what some 
would call a mystic; but since he was 
writing to Romans he was writing to 
many who were no more mystical than the 
average American. Romans were a very 
hard-headed people. Perhaps some in 
the Roman church found this talk of being 
“slaves of God” a little hard to take in. 
At any rate, Paul brings the whole busi- 
nes down where the hardest-headed Ro- 
man could not possibly miss the point. 
“You who were once slaves of sin have 
become obedient from the heart to the 
standard of teaching to which you were 
committed.” (v. 7) 

If mystic visions evade you and even 
though you are a Christian the Holy 
Spirit seems extremely hard to compre- 
hend, you have the Word of God, you do 
have the pattern for living, the “standard 
of teaching” and you as a Christian are 
committed to it. 

The Christian life is not to be meas- 
ured in terms of emotional experience; it 
is a patient and persistent walk, lined 
up and directed by the “rule God has 
given us whereby we may glorify and 
enjoy him.” 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited, 4-yr. Liberal Arts college 
for women. A.B. degree Broad curriculum, 
small classes. 14 majors, departmental, in- 
terdepartmental, and an independent ma- 
jor, including music, art, Bible, dramatic 
arts. Courses in nurse school education. 
112th year. Competitive scholarships. 
Catalog. 
MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
Dept. K, Staunton, Va. 













Decatur, Ga. 





THE EDUCATED WOMAN 


The influence of the educated American woman is one of the 
strongest forces for good in our national life today. 

It is Christian liberal education, not narrow specialized training, 
that has developed her abilities and insights. 
citizen and as careerist-citizen, she justifies magnificently the 
faith of those who a century ago were fighting for her right to 
learn what she wished to learn. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


Affiliated with The Presbyterian Church U. S. 


As homemaker- 














Billy Graham on Segregation 


Just before leaving for his present work 
in Scotland, Billy Graham, the evange- 
list, appeared on the weekly Meet the 
Press radio-TV (NBC) program for an 
interview. In the course of the interview, 
he was queried by George Harris of Time 
magazine as to what is his home church. 
He replied: 

“The Southern Baptist Convention, 
and I’m a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Dallas, Texas.” 


Harris: “Is that a segregated church 
now?” 
Graham: “I’m not sure about that, I 


certainly doubt it, if people would come 
to church of another race would be ejected 
from our church. The Southern Baptist 
Convention did take this past year action 
at its national convention encouraging the 


breakdown of segregation. I couldn’t really 
answer that because it is a southern 
church.” 

Harris: “Have you done anything in 
this field yourself!” 

Graham: “Well, in the matter of segre- 
gation in our last two campaigns in the 
South, both in New Orleans and in Nash- 
ville, there was no segregation.” 

Harris: “But do you think there is any 
prospect you will be able to help your 
own denomination overcome this problem? 
Do you think it’s a spiritual problem in 
the first place?” 

Graham: “By setting an example, yes; 
we are trying to set an example and I’m 
also preaching on it a great deal—of im- 
proving racial relations in the United 
States because I think it is one of our 
danger spots.” 

Harris: “Do you think it in itself is sin- 
ful, the separtism between the two races?” 


College life at its balanced best- 





* 


* Liberal Arts, Co-edu- 
cational 

Accredited by every 
national and regional 
accrediting association 
Preparatory study for 
the professions 
Reformed Biblical em- 
phasis 


McFERRAN CROWE, President 
Belhaven College 


WRITE FOR CATALOG NOW 















* Finest intellectual and 
moral climate 


Delightful social op- 
portunities 


* New indoorswimming 
pool, lake, tennis 
courts, and other rec- 
reational facilities 


Jackson, Miss. 








FLORA MACDONALD 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


MARSHALL Scotr Woopson, President 
“A Superior College for Superior Students” 


COLLEGE 


Arts College 


Living and Service 








WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 
A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses..... 


for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fraternities. 


Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 


Presby- 


Send for illustrated booklet 





Danville, Ky. 


Graham: “Well, the Scripture says God 
has made all nations of one blood and I 
think anything that causes races to feel 
inferior one to the other or the making of 
second-rate and second-class citizens is 
not only un-American, I think it’s un- 
Christian and I have taken a very strong 
stand as most of you know on that point.” 





Commissioners to the USA 
General Assembly 





Lists of Presbyterian, USA, Commis- 
sioners to the Los Angeles General As- 
sembly, May 17-25, are as follows, as 
available: 

(Continued from last week) 
SYNOD OF NEW ENGLAND 

Boston—(M)* Geo. E. Bevans, Milton; 
(E)* E. Henry Bishop, Quincy. 

Newburyport—(M) Jas. M. Cubie, Gran- 
iteville, Vt.; Hans Sidon, Lawrence, Mass.; 
(E) J. Forbes Beaton, S. Ryegate, Vt.; Chas. 
Tarbell, Windham, N. H. 

Conn. Valley—(M) J. S. Chesnut, Milford; 
J. A. Kauffroth, Bridgeport; (E) Kenneth 
Macdonald, W. Hartford; Jas W. Duncan- 
son, Thompsonville. 

Providence—(M) Victor G. Dawe, Fram- 
ingham, Mass.; (E) E. L. Scott, Blackstone, 
Mass. 





SYNOD OF NEW JERSEY 

Cuba—(M) Eduardo Hernandez, Encruci- 
jada, Cuba; Daniel Alvarez, (E) Erasmo 
Alvarez, Guanabacoa; Dr. Pedro Vasquez, 
Cardenas. 

Elizabeth—-(M) B. W. Evans, Springfield; 
D. R. Rayseon, G. B. Christian, (E) E. R. 
Finney, Plalnfield; P. G. Polhemus, Ro- 
selle; W. A. Schorr, Hillside. 

Jersey City—(M) H. B. Kirkland, May- 
wood; H. E. Macdonald, Bloomfield; C. Law- 
rence Brown, Bayone; Daniel Youngman, 
(E) Geo. K. Petrie, Paterson; Louis Pierce, 
Englewood; Albert Wilson, Garfield; Jos. 
Simon, Palisades Park. 

Monmouth—(M) F. R. Gibson, Asbury 
Park; Geo. G. Horn, Freehold; (E) G. H. 
Antrim, Pt. Pleasant; C. W. Burr, Sea Girt. 

Morris and Orange—(M) Wm. S. Acker- 
man, Livingston; A. N. Butz, Maplewood; 
H. W. McFall, Jr., W. Orange; (E) C. T. J. 
Willis, E. Orange: Clyde Ward, Hanover; 
Jas. C. Rennick, Morristown. 

New Brunswick—(M) Linn Creighton, 
Flemington; J. W. Howard, W. Trenton; 








*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 
A four-year college for men and 
women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individual 
student. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A spendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 
DAVID K. ALLEN, President 
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Elmer Walker, Jerry Bohn, (E) C. E. Jemi- 
son, Trenton; Jas. Moore, Princeton; Wm. 
F. Tilton, Lawrenceville; W. E. Jacobsen, 
Plainsboro. 

Newton—(M) Andrew Szabo, Alpha; Robt. 
Strain, Franklin; (E) J. A. Sunday, Bel- 
videre; W. D. Hess, Phillipsburg. 

West Jersey—(M) F. L. Rhody, Haddon 
Hts.; Wm. V. D. Grosvenor, Vineland; E. C. 
Enslin, Woodbury Hts.; (E) C. L. Mellinger, 
Margate; J. E. Matlack, Haddonfield; H. J. 
Maurer, Bridgeton. 


SYNOD OF NEW MEXICO 

Pecos Valley—(M) Mebane Ramsay, Ha- 
german; (E) L. A. Tillotson, Carlsbad. 

Rio Grande—(M) Wm. P. Lytle, Prince- 
ton, N. J.; W. W. Erdman, (E) Florentino 
Gutierrez, Albuquerque; N. G. Boyd, Dem- 
ing. 

Santa Fe—(M) T. C. Gonzales, Las Vegas; 
(E) Alex Cruz, El Prado. 


Henry Leaves Bookstore, 
Is Tennessee Director 


O. G. Henry, who has been manager 
of the Dallas bookstore for the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, will become regional director of 
Christian Education for the Synod of 
Tennessee this month. During the ten 
years he has been director of the Board’s 
Southwestern branch, Mr. Henry has 
seen sales rise from $153,000 to $443,000. 
He also led in erecting a $250,000 build- 
ing. He will be the first full-time director 
for Tennessee, which is his native state. 


Lesesne Is Named 
Erskine President 


Acting President J. Mauldin Lesesne 
of Erskine College has been named presi- 
dent of this Due West, S. C., institution 
of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. 

Formerly professor of history, Dr. 
Lesesne has had administrative responsi- 
bilities since the resignation of Dr. R. C. 
Grier last year. The eighth president of 
the college, he is the first who is not a 
minister. 





Listen to 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
Presbyterian U. S. Series 


Sunday 
April 17 


TOPIC 


“Let God Help 
You Find Strength 
For the Day” 


Dr. John A. Redhead 
Consult Local Station for Time 
Write for Copies of Messages 


DIVISION OF RADIO AND TELEVISION 
Atlanta, Georgia 
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THE YEARS OF OUR LORD 


Sermons on the Life of Christ 


by CHARLES M. CROWE 


Here the chief events of Christ’s life—from the tender story 
of the Nativity to the Resurrection—are warmly retold. And, 
even more important, Dr. Crowe outlines the significance of 
these world-changing events for men and women today. 


A book of 17 sermons to rekindle our hope and renew our 
courage for endeavor. Here is the immortal message of Chris- 
tianity—dramatized through the One who brought it to human 


minds and hearts. 


$2.50 


SPIRITUAL VALUES 


SPIRITUAL 
VALUES 
“ 


s Shake wfec at 


IN SHAKESPEARE 


The Moral Qualities Revealed 


in HAMLET, 
OTHELLO, MACBETH, KING LEAR, RICHARD 
Hl, JULIUS CAESAR, THE MERCHANT OF 
VENICE, THE TEMPEST 











by ERNEST MARSHALL HOWSE 


Eight masterpieces of the theater are explored in light of the 
universal moral problems they dramatize — showing what 
Shakespeare, the greatest dramatist in the English language, 
can tell us about man and his relation to God. 

Ministers, teachers, and students—all who read and love 
Shakespeare—will find here a better understanding of these 
great plays and the moral problem upon which each is 


built. $2.50 


WITHIN THE CHANCEL 


The Meaning and Use of the Chancel and Its Furnishings 


by THOMAS A. STAFFORD 


How to enhance the beauty and dignity of your church by 
choosing and using chancel equipment with understanding and 


taste! 


This book has been written in response to growing interest 
in the form and setting of the worship service. 
teachers, and altar guild members will find here the informa- 
tion they need to adapt a priceless Christian tradition to in- 


dividual needs. 


Ministers, 


$2.00 


IN GRATEFUL 


at all 


bookstores 


f 


ABINGDON PRESS 


REMEMBRANCE 


Comfort and Assurance for the Bereaved 














by ARCHER WALLACE 


Written to aid those who seek to bring healing to the bereaved. 


50 brief readings full of the reassuring faith and hope that 
can come to the bereaved through a sense of God’s presence. 
A book of prose illustrations and well-loved poetry—carefully 
chosen for their faith that Christ delivers from the bondage of 
death. 


For ministers—a wealth of materials for funeral sermons and 
messages. For all men and women—a treasure of comfort for 


rising above the grief of loss. $2.00 


Publishers of 





THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

David M. H. Richmond from Lone Star, 
Texas, to 2610 33rd St., Lubbock, Texas. 

David McMartin from Terra sella, 
Calif., to 1056 Washington St., Red Bluff, 
Calif. 

Robert G. Hall, Westminster, S. C., 
who has been studying in Scotland, has 
just begun his new duties as pasior of 
the First church, Red Springs, N. C. 

Frank M. Scarlett, Jr., from Itta Bena, 
Miss., to the Hyde Park church, Swann 
at S. Orleans, Tampa 6, Fla., where h¢ 
will be assistant minister. 

Carroll D. Payne from McKenzie, Tenn.. 
to 8401 2nd Ave., S., Birmingham 6, Ala. 

Arthur M. Hughes from Charlton, Iowa, 
to Rt. 1, Box 1211-F, Farmersville, Ohio. 

James F. Merrin, Marietta, Ga., will 
begin his new duties as secretary of 
church extension in Roanoke Presbytery 
April 15. He will live in South Boston, Va. 

C. Andre Kearns, formerly of Raleigh, 
N. C., has been installed as pastor of the 
Fifth Avenue church of Roanoke, Va. 

S. B. M. Ghiselin from Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
to Rt. 1, Northport, Ala. 








PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 















Furniture 
» + EARLY DELIVERY - - 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 25, SCRANTON 2, PA. 









If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Church, Lodge, Club, School, etc., in your town 
you will be interested in this modern Foldin 
Banquet Table. Write for Catalog and specia 
discounts to institutions and organizations. 


80 CHURCH ST. KUT VMTN 
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Geo. T. Brown from APO San Fran- 
cisco to Presbyterian Mission, Kwangju, 
Chulla Namdo, Korea. 

Wm. D. Bonis from Luling, Texas, to 
1912 Robbins Pl., Austin 5, Texas (cor- 
rection from Mar, 21). 

Wm. B. Rogers has resigned as pastor 
of the Hampden-Sydney, Va., church ef- 
fective Apr. 15 and will take up work in 
residence on his doctorate at Union Sem- 
inary in Virginia. 

Harold W. Tillman, formerly of Grand 
Prairie, Texas, has begun his new work 
in New Iberia, La. 


DEATHS 

R. Murphy Williams, 86, died in Greens- 
boro, N. C., Mar. 27 after a 10-days ill- 
ness. He was pastor of the Church of 
the Covenant in Greensboro for 39 years 
before his retirement in 1945. 

George B. Williams, Jr., 32, who former- 
ly served Trinity church, Havelock, N. C., 
died March 31 in the Veterans’ Hospital 
in Houston, Texas, of leukemia. 

James M. Graham, 78, pastor emeritus 
He served that church from 1928 to 1947. 
of the Prattville, Ala., church, died Feb. 26. 


DUKE CHAPEL 

James T. Cleland, preacher to Duke 
University and a member of the faculty 
of the Duke Divinity School, has been 
named dean of the chapel at Duke. 


Catalog and fine selections 
of sample materials on re- 
quest. Fair Prices. Mention 
whether for Pulpit or 
Choir. 

DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 

1217 South 4th St. 
Greenville, Tl. 
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THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, 
through your gift to Church Extension, you can also 
receive a safe, generous and assured income for life— 


beginning now. 


Your gift purchases a regular annuity for you and, 
depending on your age, you may receive up to 7% on 
your investment semi-annually—regardless of prevail- 
ing business conditions. The principle later goes to the 
spreading of Christianity throughout the South. People 
of all ages with large or small incomes may enjoy this 


plan. You'll want more details. 





‘Facing the Future with Your Money 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET .... for CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341 -B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Dept. A-1 Atlanta, Ga. 


HONORARY DEGREES 
Hampden-Sydney College (Va.) will 
award the following honorary degrees 
in June: D.D.: Ellison A. Smyth, Blacks- 
burg, Va.; and lain Wilson, of the Frank- 
lin Street church, Baltimore, Md.; D. Sc.: 
Richard Hugh Wood, dean of the Emory 
University Medical School, Atlanta, Ga.; 
LL.D.: President Wm. C. Finch, South- 
western University, Georgeown, Texas. 


TO OXFORD 

Miriam Wilson, Presbyterian student 
worker at Florida State University, Tal- 
lahassee, is en route to St. Anne’s College, 
Oxford University, England, to study dur- 
ing the spring term. She was awarded a 
study grant by the Presbyterian, U. §S., 
Board of Christian Education. She will 
also attend the executive committee meet- 
ing of the World Student Christian Fed- 
eration near Paris and she will spend 
awhile at the Ecumenical Institute, Bos- 
sey, Switzerland. 


ORDAINED 

W. A. (Al) Dealey, Austin Seminary 
graduate now taking post-graduate work 
in Andover-Newton Seminary, was re- 
cently ordained by Dallas Presbytery. He 
is expected to complete his work in Bos- 
ton next September when he will return 
to Texas to accept a pastorate. 


NEW MISSIONARIES 

Newly-appointed Presbyterian, U. S., 
missionaries include: 

Mexico: Mr. and Mrs. Dale Burton 
Douglas of Emmett, Idaho, and Austin, 
Texas. 

ForMosA: Robt. L. Montgomery, Spen- 
cer, W. Va., pastor; and Harold Reed Pat- 
teson, Appalachia, Va., pastor. 

BELGIAN CoNnco: Margaret (Peggy) Har- 
ris, Concord, N. C., and Columbia, Mo.; 
Dr. and Mrs. Melford S. Dickerson, Mid- 
land, Texas. 


Korea: Dr. Frank G. Keller, Mobile, 
Ala., 3-year term, to take over the work 
of Dr. David Seel who is ill; John W. and 
Ruth C. Humes Folta of Belle Haven, Va. 
Hazelton, Pa., and Milford, Del.; Robert E. 
and Marilyn June Veither Hoffman, of 
Northfork, W. Va., Syen Chun, Korea, and 
Philadelphia; Mellicent Huneycutt, Fa- 
yetteville and Boone, N. C.; Sara Barry 
of Benoit and Oxford, Miss.; Sarah Mi- 
riam Dunson, Commerce, Ga. 

FIELD UNDECIDED: Agnes Ida Godert of 
Panama City, Fla., and White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va. 


PRESBYTERIAN, U. S. A. 


@ “THE GOING-TO-COLLEGE HAND- 
BOOK has proven to be one of the most 
helpful publications to put in the hands 
of young people to guide them in the 
choice of a college. The Handbook is 
filled with useful suggestions and hints, 
which, if followed, will make life on the 
college campus a very enjoyable and satis- 
fying experience. Inasmuch as young 
people make unusually important choices 
and develop life-long habits on the college 
campus, the church must continue to fol- 
low them with its careful oversight. The 
Handbook is a pastoral aid which every 
minister should use.’-—-GORDON W. 
MATTICE, Secretary, Division of Church 
Relations, Board of Christian Education, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. A. 


National Christian College Day 
April 24, 1955 
% SEE PAGE 16... 
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Principles of National Righteousness 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for April 24, 1955 
2 Chronicles 14-16; Print 15:1-12 


Why are civic reforms so seldom per- 
manent? Why is it that “reformers” so 
often grow weary? Are negative reforms 
ever effective? Can we reform people by 
legislation? Can we reform the nation 
without legislation? Do we need to insti- 
tute any campaign today in the name of 
religion, in the name of public decency? 

These are some of the questions raised 
by our lesson for the week. 

To appreciate the reforming program 
of Asa we need to recall the character of 
the three preceding reigns. Solomon in 
his latter days, Rehoboam and Abijah had 
all tolerated laxity in the worship of God 
and encouraged the introduction of a 
heathen cultus. As a result, Asa found 
jaxity and heathenism rampant. Every- 
where the “high places” attracted a wor- 
ship which sufficed for most men and 
caused the Temple service at Jerusalem 
to be coldly regarded and attended by but 
few. God was nominally worshipped at 
these sites, but more as a local deity than 
the only God, and with rites that were 
unauthorized and perhaps even tinged 
with heathenism. 

“On some of the ‘high hills’ the cult of 
Baal and Astarte was openly practiced; 
‘images’ or rather pillars, and ‘groves,’ or 
rather, sacred trees were set up (1 Kings 
14:23) and the lewd orgies of Phoenicia 
and Syria were the favorite religious cere- 
monies of the worshippers. The sacred 
groves and Temple precincts were the 
scenes both of ordinary profligacy and of 
unnatural vices (1 Kings 14:24; cf. 15:2), 
men’s natural repugnance to such degra- 
dation being overcome by a supposed reli- 
gious sanction.” 

Asa and his advisers determined to 
stem this growing tide of idolatry and 
immorality that was sweeping over the 
land. Two attempts were necessary be- 
fore the work was completed, and even 
then the work was not wholly sucecssful 
(35:17). 


The First Reformation, 14:1-5 

The reformation began with a neces- 
sary work of destruction. Asa took away 
the foreign (strange, KJv) altars, i.e. the 
altars dedicated to foreign deities and 
prohibited the worship at the high places. 
The local gods of Palestine had been wor- 
shipped on hills and at other high points 
before Israel came into the land; Israel- 
ites who worshipped God at such sites 
commonly took over some of the heathen 
rites along with their immoral practices. 

Asa also broke down the images (KJv), 
rendered more accurately in the Rsv as 
pillars. Stone pillars were regarded as 
symbols of deity and were an essential 
part of the heathen cults. He also hewed 
down the Asherim (KJv—groves), up- 
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right poles or masts which stood beside 
the altar in front of Canaanitish sanc- 
tuaries and which were regarded as the 
symbol of the goddess Astarte, a female 
deity whose worship was especially re- 
pugnant to the worshipper of God. 

But this was only the negative side of 
the Reformation. Asa realized that it 
was not sufficient to destroy the instru- 
ments of infidelity and immorality in the 
land. There must be positive, construc- 
tive efforts to turn Israel’s youth unto 
God. So Asa commanded Judah to seek 
the Lord, the God of their fathers, and to 
do His law and commandments. If this 
had been all, if Asa had been content to 
legislate on the subject and to leave it 
at that, this side of the Reformation 
would have been pitifully inadequate. But 
the words of Azariah in 15:3 (‘For a 
long time Israel was without a teaching 
priest’) indicates that Asa set up a 
program of religious education and that 
on this he pinned his hopes for the future. 
Asa also gave his people an example of 
personal piety. He was not ashamed to 
let it be known (14:11) that in times of 
need he cried unto God as the only source 
of help. 


2. The Second Reformation, 15:1-18 

Human nature is the same in every age. 
The forces of evil, defeated for a time, 
sent into an eclipse through a reform ad- 
ministration, almost invariably stage a 
comeback. If any form of evil is to be 
overcome, there must be eternal vigilance 
and unflagging zeal on the part of those 
who are seeking to build a better civiliza- 
tion. 

Some time after Asa had carried 
through his great religious reforms, a 
prophet named Azariah appeared before 
the king in public audience and pointed 
out that God’s attitude to the people in- 
variably depends upon their attitude to 
him. He supported this thesis by illus- 
trating from the past history of Israel, 
and then exhorted the people and the 
king: “But you, take courage! Do not 
let your hands be weak, for your work 
shall be rewarded.” 

Azariah’s words and the verses that 
follow make it quite plain that the re- 
forms of Asa had spent their force. Either 
they had not been carried through to 
completion, or else the idolatrous rites 
had been re-established as soon as the first 
zeal of the reformers had grown a little 
cool. The phrase, ‘Asa took courage,” 
in 15:8 suggests that Asa’s reform had 
failed, in part, because Asa’s courage 
had failed. We wonder what it was that 


caused Asa’s lack of courage. Was it the 
lack of popular support? Was it the 
calumny of the Scribes (forerunners of 
our present-day newspapers)? Was it a 
whispering campaign instigated by un- 
scrupulous opponents? Was it opposition 
of the financial interests who brought 
pressure to bear on the over-zealous king? 
Was it the threat of violence? We do not 
know. The lot of the Reformer is never 
an easy one. There are too many vested 
interests who are opposed. 

As a recent example, take Phenix 
City, Alabama, a wide-open town for 
gambling, prostitution, liquor and dope, 
playing for the soldiers’ dollars from 
nearby Fort Benning. An article in The 
Reporter for February 24, 1955 points 
out: 

“The failures of the first reform move- 
ments reveal how colossally discouraging 
such a course can be. So many of the so- 
called responsible community leaders were 
found wanting one way or another. The 
aspiring politician, dedicated to the art 
of the possible, found that in Phenix City 
compromise meant sharing in corruption. 
The lawyer, often retained even if not 
owned outright by the corrupt interests, 
felt constrained to speak in muted tones. 
... The business man was sadly vulnerable 
to intimidation from the local machine. 
The head of one of the three local indus- 
tries considered at one time joining the 
reform forces in a suit against the mayor. 
It was pointed out to him by a delegate 
from the mayor that his trucks might be 
found overweight for local bridges, his 
gas rates raised, and his Negro employees 
arrested on trumped-up charges. Even 
ministers were not immune from the 
threat of the bosses.” 

Finally in 1951 Hugh Bentley, then a 
prosperous business man in Columbus, 
Ga., organized the Russell (County) Bet- 
terment Association, which “unlike the 
other reform movements . . . held to- 
gether.” Bentley’s home was bombed; he 
and another R.B.A. member were badly 
beaten. 

In June of last year Albert L. Patter- 
son, a Phenix City lawyer, was nom- 
inated in the Democratic primary for the 
office of Attorney General of Alabama. 
His platform pledged him to clean up 
crime and vice in all of Alabama, and 
especially in his own home town. 

On the morning of June 18, Attorney 
General-elect Patterson agreed to go to 
Birmingham to testify before a grand 
jury. He knew that his life was in dan- 
ger. Only the night before he had told 
a Methodist men’s club in Phenix City 
that the odds were something like 100-1 
that he would not be alive to take office 
in January. That evening he was killed. 

The murdered man’s son, elected as 
Attorney General in his stead, and others 
have vowed to carry on the fight, and 
their lives, too, have been threatened. 

It takes courage to carry through a 
reform program—and persistence. 

Hugh Bentley beg:n the reform move- 
ment in Phenix City in 1945, after a 
personal challenge from his minister. Asa 
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was encouraged by the prophet Azariah, 
either because his moral fibre was 
strengthened, or because popular support 
rallied to his side; in any case the work 
of reformation was resumed. 

This time, we read, Asa put away the 
abominable idols from all the lands. (In 
Phenix City, it was gambling devices, 
roadside honky-tonks, dope peddlers, that 
needed to be done away with. Our at- 
tention has been called recently to the evil 
influence of the crime comics. The in- 
dustry is attempting to police itself. 
Whether this will be sufficient is not yet 
clear.) Evidently Judah was cleansed 
more thoroughly than it had been on the 
previous occasion. Asa’s determination 
in the matter is made clear by the fact 
that he deposed his grandmother, Maa- 
chah, from from her position as queen- 
mother. ‘“Maachah, the granddaughter 
of Absalom, had been the leading spirit 
of the court during two reigns. As his 
favorite wife she had directed the reli- 
gious policy of Rehoboam; and as his 
mother she had exercised a complete dom- 
ination over his successor, her son, Abi- 
jah.” (Our text of 2 Chronicles suggests 
that Maachah was the mother of Asa; 
2 Kings and the Seuptuagint of 2 Chron- 
icles make it clear that she was his grand- 
mother. 

“A devotee of the Syro-Phoenician reli- 
gion, she had established her own shrine 
of Astarte-worship in Jerusalem [for ‘idol 
in a grove’ Kjv read with rsv ‘an abdomin- 
able image for Asherah’] and had erected 
in it an idolatrous emblem, probably of 
a sensualistic character. . . Asa destroyed 
this idol and burnt it by the brook of 
Kidron. . . . Maachah herself he degraded 
from her lofty position, depriving her of 
all authority, and perhaps removing her 
from the court over which she had so long 
exercised a baleful influence. He in this 
way got rid of a center of religious corrup- 
tion which, unless removed, would have 
vitiated all his efforts after reform, and 
have afforded a rallying point for the 
heathenizing party, against which it would 
have been most difficult to struggle.” 

As before, Asa was not content with 
merely negative efforts after reform. We 
read that he repaired the altar of the 
Lord, the altar of burnt offering, that is, 
that stood before the Temple. Then he 
led the people of Judah, together with 


those Israelites who flocked to him out 
of the northern kingdom, in a great reli- 
gious celebration, in which the whole 
nation renewed its covenant vows of loyal- 
ty to God. This was only the climax of 
a positive effort to turn the hearts of the 
people unto him. For we read: “And all 
Judah rejoiced over the oath; for they 
swore with all their heart, and had sought 
him with their whole desire, and he was 
found by them, and the Lord gave them 
rest round about” (15:15). Reform is 
never complete unless there is an educa- 
tional and religious campaign that touches 
the people’s heart and will. 


lll. Military Preparedness 

The religious reforms of Asa, though 
occupying a large share of his attention, 
did not entirely engross him, or prevent 
him from giving his earnest attention to 
other needs of the Kingdom. Particularly 
he gave serious thought to the military 
position of his kingdom, which was with- 
out an ally and surrounded on all sides 
by enemies. 

“First of all, like Rehoboam, he en- 
deavored to secure his frontier by care- 
fully fortifying all the principal cities, 
which he strengthened with ‘walls and 
towers, gates and bars’ to the best of his 
ability. 

“Then fully aware that ‘fenced cities,’ 
‘walls and towers’ are of no avail, without 
gallant defenders, he collected and or- 
ganized an army which is said to have 
numbered 580,000 men. . . . This entire 
force was held in readiness to meet attack, 
and was probably disposed chiefly in the 
frontier towns which had been fortified 
with so much care.” 

The record seems to justify Asa’s mili- 
tary preparedness, for we read in 14:9-15 
that after ten years of peace, Zerah, the 
Ethiopian, came up against him with a 
tremendous army, and that Asa won a 
smashing victory that completely broke 
the power of his adversary. 

But the solution is not quite so simple. 
We read that Baasha, king of Israel, 
Asa’s most dangerous adversary, went up 
and built Ramah that he might not 
suffer anyone to go out or come in to Asa, 
king of Judah. Ramah was on the border 
between Israel and Judah, and only five 
miles from Jerusalem. Asa’s vigorous 
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military preparations were evidently the 
occasion of Baasha’s defiant action. It 
works in similar fashion today. One 
nation’s armament stimulates another, 
and so the vicious circle widens. 

Israel had greater resources than Judah, 
so Asa sought further help. He entered 
into an alliance with the Syrian king, Ben- 
hadad of Damascus, the most powerful 
monarch in the region between Egypt and 
the Euphrates, purchasing his aid by 
means of some of the Temple treasures. 
As a result, Benhadad attacked Israel; 
Baasha was forced to withdraw his forces 
from Ramah; Asa demolished the uncom- 
pleted fortifications and strengthened his 
own northern frontier. 

Once more it seemed that Asa had 
triumphed. As a matter of fact he had 
committed a strategic blunder. Asa’s 
conduct was responsible for the first 
Syrian invasion of the northern kingdom. 
Israel which had so much in common with 
Judah was weakened. Syria, the real 
enemy of both, was strengthened. Hanani, 
the seer, told Asa plainly that he had 
embarked on a course which meant end- 
less war. (16:7f) 

Most of us today agree that a nation in 
particular, has a right to perfect its na- 
tional defenses. But the military or naval 
activities of one nation stimulates the ac- 
tivities of other nations. The result is 
competitive armament that impoverishes 
the people, that leaves the nations rela- 
tively no stronger than they were in the 
beginning, that stirs up national ill-will, 
and that is one of the potent causes of 
war. On such a circle of competitive ar- 
mament and of growing national distrust 
Russia and the United States have now 
embarked. 

What is the solution? Strong military 
defence, coupled with unremitting efforts 
for mutual disarmaments—yes, but that 
endeavor does not hold out any great hope 
of success. 

In the Saturday Review for March 19, 
1955, James T. Shotwell, president-emer- 
itus of the Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace, recommends the fol- 
lowing four points of foreign policy: (1) 
Support for the United Nations; (2) co- 
operation in world recovery; (3) protec- 
tion against aggression; (4) the famous 
Point Four, “a bold new program for 
making the benefits of our scientific ad- 
vances and industrial progress available 
for the improvement and growth of un- 
derstanding.” 

The peace and security of America, he 
suggests, depends on the goodwill of na- 
tions which we hardly knew existed in an 
earlier era of self-contained economy now 
gone forever. 

Our attitude will help to determine the 
decisions that Congress will make in the 
next few years on this and other crucial 
issues. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


CURRENT book club selections, in part, 
are as follows: 

BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH: Something of 
Value, Robt. Ruark, Doubleday; Assign- 
ment: Churchill, Walter Thompson, Far- 
rar, Straus. Dividend: Parnassus on 
Wheels and The Haunted Bookshop, 
Christopher Morley, Lippincott. 

PASTORAL PsycHo.Locy: Religious Fac- 
tors in Mental Illness, W. FE. Gates, As- 
sociation. 

Putpit: Making Religion Real, Nels 
F. S. Ferré, Harper; Declaration of Free- 
dom, D. Elton Trueblood, Harper. 

Revicious: A Layman’s Guide to 
Protestant Theology, Wm. Horndern, 
Macmillan. 





* ok 
THREE Nashville bookstores recently 
held autographing parties for Gladys 
(Mrs. Thos. H.) Barr of that city upon 
the publication of Cross, Sword and Ar- 

row by Abingdon Press. 

* * x 
THE Dallas Presbyterian bookstore and 
the Cokesbury and Baptist stores in that 
city sold nearly 3,500 copies of the new 
book by Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Two Sons, 
at autographing parties held on two days 
—plus copies of his earlier books. In 
addition to the cooperation of John Knox 
Press, the stores were also aided in plan- 


ning the occasion by members of the 
Highland Park church of Dallas who 
provided leadership and money to pro- 
mote and advertise the book on radio, 
TV, in newspaper ads and on posters, 
in addition to letters sent to Highland 


Park members and other Dallas friends. 
* * * 


H. V. MORTON whose Jn Search of 

Scotland, In the Steps of the Master 
and similar titles have been widely sold, 
has a new book, A Stranger in Spain 
(Dodd, Mead & Co.). 

This Is the Life. Helen Chappell White. 
Doubleday & Co., N. Y. $3.50. 

Stories from the Bible. E. Jerry Walker. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
$2.00. 

100 Chapel Talks, A. C. Reid. Abingdon 
Press, Nashville. $2.95. 

The Development of the Papacy. H. 
Burn-Murdoch. Frederick <A. Praeger, 
N. Y. $7.50. 

The Unwilling Heart. Catherine Marsh- 
all. Longmans, Green & Co., Ine., N. Y. 


$3.00. 
The Devout Life. 





Frances de Sales— 
Francois Fenelon. The Upper Room, 
Nashville. 35 cents, paper. 

Followers of the Way. Carl J. Scherzer. 
Christian Education Press, Philadelphia. 
$1.75. 

The Book of Daniel. (Harper Annotated 
Bible Series). Edited by Julius A. Bewer. 
Harper & Brothers, N. Y. 75 cents, paper. 








For Your 


Youngster 


From 
THE BETHANY PRESS 
Box 179 
St. Louis 3, Mo. 


Religious Birthday Cards 


Now churches and church schools can send attractive 
Christian birthday cards with a religious theme to 
every child from his first through his eleventh birthday. 
The cards picture Jesus at approximately the age of 
the child receiving the greeting, and are lithographed 
in combinations of black, blue and salmon. Illustra- 
tions are by Janet Smalley, noted artist for children, 
whose work has appeared in national magazines, books 
and in church picture sets. Some of the verses are: 
Year 1: Your church is glad that you have grown 
this year. May your birthday be a happy one. “And 
the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him.”’—Luke 2:40. 
Year 7: Each year your birthday means that you 
have grown in ability to do more and harder tasks. 
Your church shares your joy. “Even a child makes 
himself known by his acts.’—Proverbs 20:11. Specify 
age level desired. 10 cents each or 75 cents a dozen 








God’s Wonder 
World 


By Bernice Bryant. A 
newly revised edition of a 
popular and delightfully 
different type of devo- 
tional reading for boys 
and girls six to ten years 
old. Written in story 
form, the book helps chil- 
dren know God while ex- 
periencing life. Each story 
closes with a brief prayer 
and an appropriate Bible 
verse. 16 beautiful photos 


included. $1.75 








The 7 Teen Years 


By Alberta Z. Brown. Popular 
as a convertible among teen- 
agers, but more within their reach! 
When you shop with your favorite 
teen-ager in mind here are prac- 
tical explanations of problems and 4 
opportunities they face regarding 

their body, home, education, friends, 

religion, attitudes, their world and ¢@ 
their future. A really understand- 
ing and wise friend for every teen 
who has ever moaned, ‘Nobody 
understands me.” Illustrated with 
34 delightfully heart-warming, car- 
toon-style drawings. (See sample at 


right.) $1.50 
















“The Measure of Man. 
Krutch, 
$3.50. 

Our Christian Vocation. John Heuss. 
Seabury Press, Greenwich, Conn. $3.25. 

A Call to Faith. Rachel Henderlite. 
John Knox Press, Richmond. $3.00. 

Letters and Reflections of Francois de 
Fenelon. Edited by Thomas S. Kepler. 
World Publishing Co., Cleveland. $1.50. 

Thoughts: An Apology for Christianity. 
Blaise Pascal. World Publishing Co., 
Cleveland. $1.50. 

A Companion to the Study of St. Augus- 
tine. Edited by Roy W. Battenhouse. 
Oxford University Press, N. Y. $5.50. 

Hinges of Destiny. Ralph W. Loew. 
Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. 2.75. 

How Christian Parents Face Family 
Problems. John Charles Wynn. Westmin- 
ster Press, Philadelphia. 2.50. 

A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy 
Life. William Law. Westminster Press. 
Philadelphia. $2.50. 

The Seven Signs in the Gospel by John, 
V. Eugene Johnson. Augustana Book Con- 
cern, Rock Island, Ill. 85 cents, paper. 


Joseph Wood 
Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianapolis. 








A heart-warming gift for: 
A Christian mother, 


A devoted housewife: 


ate 
The 
Saint 
in the 
wandow 


and | 
| the Saint 
in the 





This attractive folder bears an apprcpriate 
message for Christian Family Week and a 
moving tribute to good mothers for Mothers’ 
Day. Churches will want many copies for 
this purpose and a special quantity price is 
offered: 


Single copy, 25¢; 20 to 49 copies, 20% 
discount; 50-99 copies, 25% discount; 100 
or more 333 % discount; 300 or more 40% 
discount. 


You will not want to miss this opportunity. 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS 
1 North 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 
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Duke Universi ty Library 


The Assembly’s Men’s Council adopted these 


y, Durham, N. C, good! resolutions urging: 


1. “That Men’s groups make available the 
GOING-TO-COLLEGE HANDBOOK to Seniors and 


a but it takes High School students in our church.”—Program 


and Service Committee Report. 
2. “That men indicate their interest and sup- 
port by furnishing the GOING-TO-COLLEGE 
a ae \ O 1 | HANDBOOK to all High School Seniors.”—Pro. 
jects Committee. 


—to put the books into the NOW—for National Christian College Day April 24 





hands of the young people! 
é . Some churches have achieved this goal 
every year for nine years!! 








How to do it: 


Get the Sunday School class rolls, showing all high school students in your church; add the names of others from the 
church roll and those in the evening Fellowship meeting. TOTAL ? 


Then, add 1 more for each high school library or other reading room in your community, plus | for the church library 


and 1 for the church office (they should keep a file) and 1 for each young people’s adviser. 


TOTAL: —that number of Handbooks your Men’s group will want to order as soon as possible because: 


(1) Seniors have likely made up their minds. They will be especially interested in having a copy of the current volume; 


(2) Juniors will be making up their minds soon; also Sophomores and even Freshmen. 
SO . . . 


Order the books promptly (return form below). . Better still, you may want to have a dinner 
we aes for these young people and present the 
Distribute them to the individual young people. books. 


You may want to give them a friendly letter of good - Finally, report “Mission Accomplished” 
wishes from your Men’s group at the same time. for this approved project to your Pres- 
bytery Council. 


RETURN FORM ... To: OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS, 1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 


Please send the following number of copies of Volume 9 (the latest) GOING-TO-COLLEGE HANDBOOK 


for the High School students in our church and community (circle one): 
200 copies 175 150 100 75 60 50 40 25 20 

Cash enclosed $ . Or, send the bill to 

Address Church 


NAME (print) Address 


Prices: 50¢, 1 copy; 40¢, 3-19 copies; 35¢, 20-49; 30¢, 50-99; 25¢, 100 or more. 

NOTE: Vol. 9 appeared last August for 1955 distribution. If ALL of your high school students have that volume you may want 
to give them one of the other available volumes listed below. 

Send the following number of copies of available volumes, which may be combined with above order for 

quantity rates: Vol. 8 copies; Vol 7 ; Vol. 6 3; Vol. 5 Postage paid where 

cash accompanies order. 
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